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T is not for me to think otherwiſe than mt 

of a Performance which has the Order of 
your Court for its Publication. Aud it is wn- 
Obedience to that, and for promoting the ſame. 


End for which this Sermon was Compoſed , 
' that "tis now Preſemed to Your Lordſbips, by: 


Your Moſt. Faithful, 
And Humble Servant, . 
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"TOSH UA XX: 31 


Phineas the ſon" of Elrazar the Prieſt,” ſaid unto the chil 
dren of Reuben , wy to the children of- Gad, and - 
to the children of Manaſſeh , *© This day we pers 
* ce3ve that"the Lord is among -us, beeanſe 56 have | 
© wor committed” this © Treſpaſs againſt the Lord: 
Now ye have deſivered the Children of of Iſuel out of the - 

hand of the Lord. 


a ſolemn Debate berween the 

Ten Tribes of 1/rael that had their 

Lot in Canaan,: on the Weſt of the - 
a 3 River Jordan, and the Two Tribes 

and a Half that were - ſcituated 'on*: the Eaſt, 
IK.. 
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Preſumptiog z ſince, here Was rage 


The Occaſion of which was this :  Aﬀer the | 
Conqueſt de Canan by the Iſraelites; and an End 
put to that Wer, the Two Tibes 
and an. af who till that time by the Command 
of Mo oſes, and heir 9m Promiſe, food obliged ro 
attend jt, were diſmils'd by Joſhua, andere upon 
retupiito their (own Iohericance. 

When they landed on the other ſide, and before 
their Fiſperfon to” rheir ſeveral Homes, they 
agreed to build an Altar. at the Place where the 


Children of Tſrael had firſt "paſſed over, ver. 10. © 


afcer the Pattern of thatart Shiloh, ver. 28. = 
This, to thaſethat knew not "theirgeaſon, nor 

their Motives. leading to it, ſeemed an intolerable 
bur one Altar 

Place * God 


for Sacrifice, ver, 23..20d 


. Pet ried Rap) Hay age t 12. 5,6 


the :Church:eſtabliſhed Þy,Gad's 


| gathered the 


at that time where the Tabernacle was pitched, 


And then to ſer up another Alcar in oppoſiti Ition 
to that,and to break off from the Communion of 


among them, was-in effect to et up»al 
ligion, andco \NOaFy of Rehelleqwggin he 


, Ver. 16 . 19 
Upon Tings OV Es of this, th Ten Tribes 


lyes together to Shiteh, the Place 


where God was worſhipped, and whoſe Cauſe 
they 
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chey were bound to defend; and according to the 
Precept of the Law they were reſolved to pro- 
ceed againſt. chem as Idolaters, if the Fact proved 
according to their Infarmation, Deut. 13. 15. 

But here they proceeded like a wile and cauti- 
ous People ; for in matters of ſuch Importance, 
and atrended with ſuch fatal Conſequences as a 
Civil War, and the Deſtruftion of T'wo of their 
Tribes, there needed great Deliberation, and a 
careful attendance to the Method in ſuch caſes pre- 
ſcribed in the ſame Law, (Deat. 13. 12, cc. ) 
viz. If thou ſhalt hear ſay in one of thy cities which the 
Lord thy God hath given thee to dwell there, ſaying, Cers 
tain men, the children of . Belial, are gone out from among 
you, and have withdrawn the inhabitants of their city, 
Jaying, Let us go and ſerve other Gods ( which we have 
not known ) then thou ſhalt. enquire, and make ſearch, 
and ask diligently ; that is, they were to ule the ut- 
molt Care to obtain a true Information of the 
Fac. ng: 

After this manner did the Iftern Tribes att in 
this caſe, and ſent Phineas the Son of Eleazar the 
Prieſt, and Ten Princes, one out of each Tribe, 
to expoitulate the matcer with their Brethren, and 
to ſeek by fair means to reduce them. 

Theſe Commiſſoners, as well as the whole 
Congregation, toak' the Caſe, as repreſented ro 
| them, 
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them, for granted ; and when they came to the 
place were Eye-Wirneſles of the Fat: They ſaw 
the Altar, and that it was a Pattern of the Altar 
of the Lord ; and like Perſons zealous for the 
Good and Peace of their Countrey, and for the 
Purity and Honour of their Religion, they no 
ſooner came, but they delivered their Errand, ſay- 
ing in the Name of the whole Congregation, 
What treſpaſs is this that ye have committed againſt the God 
of Tſrael, to turn away this day from following the Lord, 
in that ye have built you an altar, that ye might rebel this 

day againſt the Lord ? v. 16, &c, | 
But after a patient and full hearing of the 
Charge, the Two Tribes utterly diſclaim it, ap- 
pealing to God, the Witneſs and Judge of all, 
That they were ſo far from erecting this Altar in 
oppoſition to that appointed. by God 'as the only 
Alrar for Sacrifice , that, on the contrary, it was 
builr for aſſerting and maintaining their Right to 
it; and for fear leſt ( Jordan being their Border, 
and by which they were ſeparated from the other 
Tribes) that in time to come they might have their 
Propriety and Intereſt in the True Altar queſtion- 
ed ; and therefore they agreed to make an Altar 
after the Pattern of it, that might be a Witneſs and 
Memorial to Future Generations, That they on 
their ſide Jordan had as much a Right in that at 
A, Shiloh, 


 —_— 


before the Loxp-Maro, ©c. 


Shiloh, as thoſethat lived in the poſſeſſion wherein the 


tabernacle of the Lord duwelt. | 

When Phineas and the other Delegates heard 
this, they were pleaſed and fully ſatisfied in this 
Relation ; and he concluded all in the Words of 
the Text, This day we perceive that the Lord is among 
us, becauſe ye have not _—_ this treſpaſs againſt the 
Lord. | iy 

« In treating upon which Words, Ideſign nor to 
confine my felf wholly unto them, but thall con- 
{der them as the Cloſe of this Narrative ; ' and ac- 
cordingly I ſhall take the liberty to make ſome 
Obſervations from the whole. 

As, I obſerve, - 

8. That Prepofleſſions and Miſunderſtandings 
are too often the occaſion of great Diviſions in the 
World, and of ſuch as, if not-prevented, draw 
aftet them very pernicious and fatal Conſequences. 


Thus it was in the Caſe before us; it was a Re- 


port, a Hear-ſay, ver. 11. The children of 1ſrael 
heard ſay, Behold, the children of Reuben, Gad, and of 
the Balf tribe of Manaſſeh , have built an altar overs 
againſt the land of 'Canaan, in the borders of Jordan, at 
the paſſage of the children of Iſrael. 'And upon this 
Reporr,, the: whole Congregation of the Ten 
Tribes aſſembled at Shiloh, to go up to war againſt 


them, : 


B 2 2. There 
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2. Ther: ought to be the ſpeedieſt and moſt ef+ 
ſe&ual Care taken for preventing the Ml Conſe- 
quences of ſuch Miſunderſtaadings, and: to.take 
up the Caſe before it comes to the utmoſt extre- 
mity. Ir was ſo here, The exaſperated Tribes, 
like Perſons reſolved to vindicate the Common 
Cauſe of Religion, came with the Sword ih their 
hand ; that if the ſuppoſed Delinquents ſhould 
have aCted according as it was repreſented, aad 
ſhould prove obſtinate and incortigible , they 
might proceed to the utmoſt ſeverity, But they 
ated with all the Precaution neceſſary; they ſent 
ſuch Delegates as were in all points accompliſh'd 
for ſuch a Service, whether for Quality and Autho- 
rity, for Prudence and Experience, who argued 
the Caſe-with all the Arts of Reſpect and Endear- 
ment. They in the firſt place expoſtulate the mar- 
ter wich them ; What treſpaſs is this? &c. ----Is the 
iniquity of Peor-too lutle for us? ---- but that ye muſt turn 
this day from following the Lord? &c. And thea with 
great Tenderneſs they offer any Terms in their 
power, and are freely willing, that if the Two 
Tribes like not their Habitation on the other {tde 
Jordan, and think:their Pofſeflion unclean ;: that 
they might cbuſe where they would among the 


'* ether, rather than rebel againſt God by ſuch a 


Separation, | 
3. That 
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3- Thar the molt proper Mey for prevent- 
ing ſuch Milunderſtandings, and for compoling 
Differences. atiling from ſuch Miſunderſtandings, 
is Examination and Enquiry into the Caule, with. 
Deliberation and Meeknels, that they may ſee 
where the difference lies, and take the beſt courſe 
for the compoling of ir. It was fo here, the Com- 
miſoners were prepoſlel(s'd, and came with Pre- 
judice, upon a falſe laformation, or rather their. 
Miſtake grounded upon the Information'; and 
withal, were zealouſly bent to puniſh the Ag- 
greſſors. Bur their Zeal was governed by Pru- 
d:nce, it did not make them precipitare and raſh, 
nor tranſport them beyond che bounds of Decency 
and Reſpect. They.delivered the Senſe. of the Al- 
ſembly, as became Repreſencatives of fo Vene- 
rable a Body as the Congregation of the Lord. 
They expoltulate, and they argue ; but ic is with 
Sofrneſs and Candor : The Expoſtulation was 
affeting, and the Arguing ſtrong, but the Con- 
deſcention was equal. ro both. There were- no: 
Reproaches, no Hard Words, no bitter Reflecti- 
ons. They had todeal with Brethren, (though, as 
they ſuppoſed, notorious Offenders ) and they uſed 
them as ſuch. Let us view the Words again :; 
What treſpaſs is this ? ----1s the iniquity of Peor tao little ? 
---» Notwithſtanding , if the land of your poſſeſſion be 


unclean : 


*%S 
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we 
wnclean ( as pethaps you imagine) then paſs ye 
over, &Cc. but rebel not. 

And the ſame way is to be taken for removing 
Prejudices and Miſunderſtandings, even by thole 
that ſuffer, or are likely to ſuffer by them. And 
of this the TwoTribes are an admirable Example, 
in the Defence they make for themſelves, and the 
Reply they give to this unexpeRted and hard Accu- 
ſation. They were wrongfully charged with a 
Crime of-a heinous nature, no leſs than Rebellion 
againſt God, and ſuch as might have involved 
them in utter Ruin, They found how their 
Brethren of the other Tribes, upon a Miſreport, 
were diſpoſed to War upon them : And what 
Warmth might be expe&ted upon ſuch a Proyoca- 
tion, to find them ſo credulous, and forward, and 
exaſperated fornothing ?. But ſee how on the con- 
. trary they behave themſelves in their Reſentments 

and Reply, which is as calm and modeſt, as it was 
grave and ſerions. They begin with aſfolemn and. 
moſt pathetical Appeal to God, as a Witnels of 
their Innocency, ver. 2-2. The Lord God of gods, the 
Lord God of gods be knoweth,&c. and conclude with as 
ſolemn a Proteſtation, ver. 29. God forbid that we 
. ſhould rebel againſt the Lord, and turn this-day from fol- 
lowing the Lord, to build an altar for burnt-offerings, 
----beſides the altar of the Lord our God that is before bis 
' tabernacle. Here 
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Here were no InveCtives, no Recriminations, 
noRevilings,no Charges of Slander and Calumny; 
bur all was carried on with a becoming Modeſly 
and Meeknels. | 

4. It is a comfortable Evidence of God's Pre- 
ſence with a People to bleſs, defend, and proſper 
them, when Miſtakes are removed, Differences 
happily compoſed , and they are at Union and 
Peace among themſelves. It was ſo here, when 
- the Cale was underſtood, and that after the fear 
of ſo dangerous and threatning a Rupture, it ap- 
peared that there was no ſufficient ground for ſuch 
a Surmiſe as the Ten Tribes had entertained, and 
all was quietly ended. So the Text ; This day, ſaid 
Phineas, we perceive that the Lord is among us, becauſe 
Je have not committed this treſpaſs againſt the Lord. 

I ſhall treat of theſe in their Order. 

1. I obſerve that Prepoſlefſions and Miſunder- 
ſtandings are too often the Occaſion of «great Di- 
viſions in the World ; and of ſuch, asif not time- 
ly prevented, draw after them very pernicious and 
fatal Conſequences. 

We ought to. have more Charity for Mankind 
than to think any of ſuch Rancorous and Diaboli- 
cal Tempers, as to do Evil for Evil's ſake, and to 
divide the World, and break the Frame of Order 
and Government in pieces, ſolely for the ſake - 

the 
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the Miſchief conſequent upon it, without any 
Provocation or Caule whatever. | 

And yet if we come to look narrowly into the 
contentions among mankind,if it were not forCha- 
rity that inclines us to better thoughts, we ſhould 
often be under a violent temptation to think there 
are ſome that' quarrel for quarrelling's ſake, when 
the matters in debate, and ſo hotly agitated on 
either ſide, are in their own nature, and are ſeen 
to be ſo by wiſe and diſcerning men, next to. 
nothing,and not fit and worth the while to be en- 
quired into,much leſs to be contended about ; were 
it not to diſabuſe well-meaning perſons, that are 
burried' along in the crowd, and carried away by 
the precipitance of thoſe whom they follow, and 
whole Judgment they rely upon; or for prevent- 
ing ſuch miſchief as ſometimes enſues. upon a ne- 
glect of them. 

Solomon tells us, That the beginning of ſtrife is as 


' When one letteth out Water, Prov. 17. 14. which per- 


haps begins in a few drops, but by degrees makes 
Its own way, and at laſt becomes a Torrent, and 
bears down all before it. Now we can as little 
ſuppoſe that the Contentions which afterwards 


| {well to fo prodigious a height as by thei! force to 
carry away ſuch Numbers along with them,ſhould 


at firſt ſpring from contemprtible cauſes and occa- 
ftions ; 
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ſions; were it not that at length the Paſſions of 
men gradually inflame the Quarrel, or that thoſe 
that uſherd them into the world, and afrerward 
kept. up the Ball of Contention, did chrough mi- 
ſake think them to be of great importance, when 
in reality they were of none. For it they had bur 
the patience to trace themup to their original, 
they would ſce that they are in their nature or their 
reaſons very weak and inapertinent ; and proceed 


from ſuch. principles and occaſions as they would 


be aſhamed to own, and which could never have 
got ſuch a footing and ground, were it. not that 
they roſe, have grown and been hatch'd up under 
the fayour of -Miſtakes and Prejudices. / 

| And yet theſe are occaſions that the wiſeſt of 
men are not above ; and no moreis it to be expect- 
ed that eyer they ſhould be altogether free from 
ſuch like Miſunderftandings, than that they them- 
ſelves ſhould ſee every thing with their own eyes, 
hear all wich their own ears, and need no infor- 
mation. No more 1sitto be: expected, than they 
ſhould be freed fromall Paſſion and Reſentments, 
fromall Precipitancy and Errer in Judgment... We 
have an Inftance of this in the Caſe before us, 
when the whole Congregation was ſo far impoſed 
upon by a miſtaken Relation on one hand, - and 


their own Imagination on the other '( when they 
CC heard 
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heard that the Two Tribes had built an Altar like 
that of Shiloh, and conceived it was an Altar for 


jdt Sacrifice). that it had like to have engaged them in a 


Deſtructive War. It was ſo with Moſes himſelf, in 
the caſe of the ſame people, when the Two. Tribes 
and a Half-applied themfelves to:him for a Pol- 
{fion' on the! other-fide Jordan; which he on the 
ſudden miſinterpreted, as if. they conſulced their: 
own. Eaſe and Safety, and .lo diſceuraged their 
' Brethren 3 whereas their:deſign was concurrent 
with'his, and conſiſtent with the aid he required, 
and:they were willing to:give'to the other Fribes. 
m the. Wars of-Canaan, oath. py} 
And if we go: from ſingle Perſons to a Mbulti- 
tude, the Caſe will-admir of farther Exemplifica- 
tion ; as it was with/thofe at. Epbeſus, when ſome: 
cried one thing, and ſome another 3. for\the aſſembly wis 
confuſed, and the more part knew not wherefore they were 
come together 5 but the - Word was given, and thoſe 
that were ſtrangers to the fuſt Riſe of the /Tumulr, 
yet joined in.the.common Voice of: Great is Diana: 

the: Ephefians, As 19. 32,33. 
we is Mg Ma deny chat the greats: 
eſt Feudsin Chiitchand State are for the moſt parc 
;raffed, We find very often that the Paſſions and 

iſtakes:of -men keep them more at a diſtance - 
than; the. matters about which they. contend; and 


if- 
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if we can but bring them rogether to diſcourſe 
the Point calmly, the Controverſy is ſoon brought 
to an iſſue ; and they readily own, that had they 
known ſo much . before, and that the Advyer- 
ſary had been ſo diſpoſed to a Reconciliation , 
and the Matter ſo.capable of it, the Breach might 
have been long before made up, to their mutual 
quiet and fatisfa&tion. And thus it is often in Di- 
ſputes, whether about Religious or Civil Aﬀairs, 
* That which makes.che Poiac in diſpute, conſidera- 
ble, and the Breach ſeemingly irreconcilable, is a 
Multicude of Words, a Troop of. Exaggerations 
and Aggravations, much PifGon and: Vehemence, 
a. Stiffneſs of Temper, and a Strangenels i in-Con- 
verſation ; and when thus dreſs'd up, it is no won 
der, that chough the Coatroyerly be without life, 
and the Trumpet give an uncertain ſoynd; 'yer. all 
prepare themſelves to the Battel, 

But if the matter were to be ſeparated from 
theſe, ang to.{tand alone, without all theſe Com- 
ments. and pretended Expoſicions, it would appear 
to be quite another thing, and to afford little or no 
ground for ſuch Contention. 

And this is evident to the By-ſtanders that are 
. unconcerned, if not to the Litigantsand Contend- 
ers theraſelyes, when the Cloud of their Paſſion is 
removed, and the Heat 'of the Controverſy is 
worn off. C 2 ” + au 
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For what do we now think of the. tedious aud 
miſchieyous Controverly aforetime about Leaven 
in the Sacrament, that almoſt rent in pieces the 
Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches, and made way for 
the Irruption of the Saracens >? What of the Con- 
troverſy inthe laſt Age, concerning the Decrees 
and Five Points, which fo divided our neighbonr- 
ing Nation, and drew fo many others into the 
quarrel? Notto mention the moſt impertinent of 
all, rhofe many Feudstn the Romiſh Church, and in 
particular that of the {mmaculate Conception of 
the Virgina Mary, which Popes and Councils, after 
200-years diſpute have been afraid to determine. 

And God knows what thoſe that ſhall live in 
- the Ageor Apes after us will think of ſome Con- 
rroverſtes that now diftarb the Chriſtian World, 
and which even in this Nation keep afoot Animo- 
fities, and uphold Separations ? 

But ro come nearer to our purpoſe, the Caſe is 
the lame 'im Secular Matters, where Miſunder- 
) Randings frequently begin, and keep up the Con- 
tention. Men quarrel abour nothing, or what is 
extremely frivolous. 'Tis for the moſt part a Hear- 
op that begins the Quarrel ; Characters of Perſons 
they don't know*, and Aﬀrirs they are not ac- 
quainted with, and know littte more of than they 
do of the other World, or the moſt Forcign Na- 


t1ONS» 


=: 


——_— a 
* -.- _ 


before tbe Loxp: Mayor, wt, 


5 


tions in this ; nay, perhaps they loſe the firſt Scent 
and Point in debare ; bur che Heat continnes, and 
brings new Mater upon the ftage, and then they 
are to begin the world again. | 

If indeed the Event m ſuch Caſes was of no 
greater concernment than the things'they miſtake 
in, ic would not be much material whether per- 
ſons were in the right or in the wrong. Burit often 
happens the Miſchief is not the lels for. the Mil- 
nnderftanding ; for when the Paſſions areonce en- 
- gaped, they mike every little thing to be grear, 
and Preſumption ſhall paſs for Right, and Shew 
for Certainty ; and then it ſhall beeſtabliſh'd as an 
mfallible Maxim., That Right and Frath muſt 
upon no account be parted with ; Fiat Juftitia, & 
ruxt Calum. And then come in Contempt of Sit- 
periors, Defamations, Reproaches, and lnve&ives; 
Factions and Parttes. And whi, like the exaſpe- 
rated Jews ( A#s 22. 23. ) they throw duft- into 
the Air, they fee not one another ; Friend{kip 
and Enmity are -confornded ; 'and at laſt,” if they 
lofe not the Caufe chey firſt appeared in, they-lole 


that which is greater, Unity, Moderation , and. 


Charity, and true Care for the Publick Good. So 
that in the iſſne it proves like the Scaling of a Fort, 
when under the Covert of the Smoke che Enemy 


ſecurely adyances and furptizes them ; they betray 
| the - 


—— 
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the Publick Peace, OQrder,'and Conſtitution; and 
if-cheze were.an Enemy to ſeize it, ( which God 
forbid: )-| he; would /eali ily eſpy-and'make uſe of 
ſuch an advantage. + ,* 

And therefore this is! a Caſenot to be neglected. 
Which: weings the next Head under Conſideration, 


| VIRs 


2. There ough to be che 1 pecdieſt and moſt ef- 
fetual Care.taken, for preventing .the' ill Conſe- 
quences'ef ſuch |Miſundesſtandings ; -and to cake 


| up the Cale before it-comes to the utmoſt Extre-, . 


mi 

The firſt thing hereto be Jongg it might be, 
the preveſiting Miſtakes and Miſunderftandings ; 
but fince it is inpoſſ ble but that offences in that kind 
will come ; the next is to rectify them, and by ſer- 
ring things i in their proper light, and by giving 
all occaſions and advantages f or Enquiry and Sati(- 
faion, to let them {ee they are miſtaken either in 
the Truth or the Importance of the matters in di- 
ſpute 31 and that'if they. /ſhould be in the right, it 


is but a ſtrife of words, tending to no profit , but to the 


ſubverſion of the Publick Peace. 


For which reaſun there cannot be too much care 
raken, as Solotion adviſes in the place before quoted, 
The beginning of ſtrife is as, one letteth out water; theres 


fore 7 off, and ſo; ſuppreſs contention before i it be 


meddled 


ad 
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meddled. with ; before ic gets footing and ſtrengeh, 
and thatit comes to diſtinguiſh a Party. - | 
And tho:here it's the: part of gvery one, of what 
Capacity, ſoever, to ſtudy to be quiet, and-to pre- 
ſerve the Tranquillity and good 'Order of the 
Place,: Nation, and Ciry where he is; yet herein 
above all doththe Conduct of a Good Magiſtrate 
appear. In quiet and regular Times, when all 
things are. ealy and talm, an ordinary Care will 
be ſufficient to guard the Community, and to.pre- 
ſerve it from danger, i. But as the Skill of a. Pilot 
is belt ſeen and cried in a Storm, or Perilous Coaſt- 
ings : Sois the Prudenceand Courage of a Magi- 
ſtrate, when there are bigh: Diſcontents and Op: 
goſitions ; that he may know when to A, and 
when to Forbear ; when to Hold, and when to 
Vield; and ito keep a Steady Hand between-the 
Preſerving his own Auchority, and the Publick 
Peace ; That: he may. not betray his Authority, 
and expoſe the Honour of his Station to Con» 
tempt by a too haſty delire for Peace, and by roo 
caly Compliances and Condeſcenſions; nor on 
the other hand break the Peace, and endanger the 
Publick,, by being too tenacious of - his Authos 
rity. lt is then a difficult. Tack to temper the 
Minds of the Froward,; to remove Prejudices, to 
bear. wich the. Weak, and eyen. the. Impertineat ; 
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to -corvince the Miſtaken , and' like another 
St. Paul, to become all things to all: And above all, 
to. prevent. the: it,Qonfequences-of the Miſunder- 
ſtandings of . ſuch as mean well ; but-err dange- 
- rouſly:; that are perſons of Conſcience , but yer 
whole -Conlcience through Miſtake is ſer the 
wrong way ; thatchink they do the Publick ( as 
others think they do God ) Service, Jobs 16. 2: when 
hey take the ready way to bring all into Confu- 
100. ' ſ Lira h | 
- Such Perſons are to be pitied, and uſed with 
Tenderneſs and Reſpect ; and it may be worth 
the while to ſeek and endeavour their Satisfation 
and Recovery, to lay open and convince them of 
their Miſtakes: For if convinced , they will he 
made Hearty, Zealous, and Truſty Friends; and 
' like St. Paul when reduc'd to the Belief of the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, his Zeal and his Conſcience 
went along with him, and he labeured more abun- 
- dantly than all the reſt of the Apoſtles. 

3. The moſt proper way for preventing rhe 
Miſchiefs too often. conſequent upon ſuch Mitf- 
underftandings, is to enquire into the Merits of 
the Cauſe ; and paticntly and deliberately co 
weigh what belongs to it... 

The Congregation in this Chapter went not 
headily on; but ſent .( as has been before (aid) 


proper 


— 
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proper Delegates roenquire into the Reaſons upon 
which the Two Tribes proceeded : As ro whacr 
was to follow, in cale they found them perverſe 
and obſtinate, the Law was to be their Guide and 
Warrant ; and that being a matter of great Impor- 
tance they were very ſolicitous in. Now what Mat- 
ter of Fact was to them, that Matter of Right is to 
us; anda perſon needs to be well adviſed, and has 

0d reaſon to queltion his own Underſtanding, 
when he is ſure that the Event of his preſent De- 
ſign and Enterpriſe may, and in all probability 
will be very pernicious. - He has need to deliberate, 
when he is noc nor can be fo ſure he is in the 
right, as he is ſure of the ill conſequence of it, 
and of a conſequence as miſchievous as if he was 
in the wrong. He may juſtly then queſtion che 
Truth, Lawtulneſs, and Neceſlity of it ; Whether, 
for example, that is lawful, which will produce, 
or is likely to produce, the worſt of effects, that 


is, Confuſion : Or, Whecher what he contends for - 


ts:as neceſſary or moreneceſlary than the Peace he 
muſt parc wirh for it. | 

- I'granc, that asa Neceſſiry War is more eligible 
than a Shameful or Dangerous Peace ; ſo there 
are thoſe Rights and Privileges that are to be held 
faſter than Peace : But when Peace and Order are 


ſuch choice and valuable Bleſſings, that nothing is 
D ordinarily 
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ordinarily more neceſſary than them to the Wel- 
fare of Mankind, and the Well-being of che World; - 
| have fufficienr cauſe to enquire into and to be ſa- 
tished in the Truth and Importance of thoſe things 
which I muſt purchaſe at ſodear a rate as the part- 
ing with my own Quiet, and the Publick Peace 
and-Ordet for. 

There are ſome caſes where it is worth my 
while to venture my Life for pteferving what 
have, or obtaining what I defire , but when-my 
Life is brought into imminent Hazard by an En- 
cerprize, I have a warrantable reaſon to be well 
ſarisfied in the Truth and Certainty, the Excel- 
-—7_ and Neceflity of the things I venture it 
or. 

Therefore I take it for a certain Rule, That 
where the' Advantage and Excellency of whar 1 
gain is not more than ſufficient to counterbalance 
what I loſe or part with for the ſake of it, I may 
juſtly ſuſpe&, at leaſt ſuſpend-and deliberate, 

And when' the loſs of fiich excellent things as 
Publick Order and Peace are likely to be the Event 
of -my preſent proceedings, and of the courſe that 
Afﬀairs will be thereby put into, I have reaſon to 
conſider, and rothink1 may be miſtaken, and im- 
partially to weigh all oyer again. | 


For 
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For I cannot be miſtaken abont Peace and Or- 
der ; theyare beyond all exception to be valued 
and reſpe&ted; bur I may be miſtaken in the Mac- 
ters I purſue, or the Method in which I purſue 
them ; and which I cannot purſue without putting 
thoſe ineſtimable things into hazard. 

This is a matter thar, if carefully attended , 
would go a great way toward ;the 'removing 
many Miſtakes that trouble' the »Peace - of the 
World, and break in upon the Eſtabliſh'd Order 
of a Nation or City. | "1: 

Itis none of my deſign to intermeddle in thoſe 
Afﬀairs which belong to Perſons of another Sta- 
tion ; but E may, and it is our buſineſs to lay 
down Rules for the guiding of mens Conſciences 
in points of Diftculty. And I think we may ſafely 
rely upon that as ſuch, that there is nothing can 
bind againſt Peace and Order; and what always 


tends to Confuſion, and breaks Order in pieces, 


whereever it comes, is deſervedly tobe ſuſpe&ed, 
and I may ſafely ſay muſt needs be falſe; thar is, 


that which tends to bring things into the ſame 


ſtate as they were in before, would have. been 
without, and were brought out of. by the eſta- 
bliſhing of Government. 

' Here we muſt ſtick; and wherever this is, 


there a perſon mult top, ashe would if upon the 


2 . top 
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top of a Precipice , till he has ſearched to the 
utmoſt , and has received unqueſtionable ſatiſ; 
faQion. 

The loſs of Peace and Order, Unity and Cha- 
rity, are the urmoſt extremity that a ſtate of things 
can be brought into; and which are like the Life 
of another, that a perſon is not to take away, till 
he can no longer defend and preſerve his own, 
and can run no farther: And are therefore to be 
kept always in our eye, and are the Polar Star by 
which we muſt judge of our Way , and guide 
our ſelves in the Courſe we are to obſerve, whe- 
ther to the right hand or to the lefe, 

For Miſtakes in theſe things are extremely 
dangerous; and when matters of ſuch Impor- 
tance depend upon the Principles we eſpoule , 
and the Courſe we take, we cannot be too care- 
ful or inquiſitive, before we proceed or engage 
too far in a deſign. We ought then to be as wary 
as we would be if our Life were therein nearly 
concerned. 

For Peace and Order are to the Publick what 
Life is to our ſelves, and are not to be parted wich 
upon terms leſs urgent and neceſſary. And if as 
otten as perſons venture upon the doing of what 
has an apparent tendency to the Diſturbance or 


Diſſolution of Government, they would put their 


own 


Cn 
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own Life into the' Scale with it, the Balance 


would incliae another way ; and they would no 


more do what has a tendency to the one, without 
previous Conſideration, than they would do whac 
has a tendency to the other. And | ſhould de- 
ſire no better Security for the one than the other ; 
for the Peace of the Goveramear, than the Pre- 
| ſervation of mens Lives. All would then be 

quiet, the Swords that are drawn, and the Con- 
tentions that ferch Blood of the Publick, ,anden- 
danger its ſafety, would be turned into ploughſhares ; 
and peace be within our walls, and proſperity within our 
palaces. | 

Burt if we cannot prevent Miſunderſtandings, 
yet the miſchievous Conſequences may in great 
pact be prevented ; for there may be Charity 
whers there are Miſtakes; and Charity will 
teach us to be favourable in our opinions of 
others; and incline us to think, as ic will teach us 
to do, no ill, Charity here begins at home, and 
will teach us to condemn the Faults we find there, 
in our Selves, Families, and Parties, before we 
adventure to pry into, publiſh and cenſure thoſe 
of others. Charity will teach us to put our 
ſelves into the circumſtances of others, ta bear 
with their 'infirmities, conſidering our” ſelves , ac- 
cording to the Apolſtle's Advice, Gal. 6. 1. left 


we 


— 
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we alſo be tempted ; and to-make the fame allow-, 
ances which; if in their condition and” circum-: 


Rances, we would defire others to make to us, 


If this were pur into pra@ice,. though we may 
miſtake , and- there- will be Miſunderſtandings, 
et Miſtakes would then do no great hurc ; but 
would be like the Wild Beaſts in the Holy Mown- 
tain, (la. 11. 9. ) that would loſe their ravenous 
and venomous nature, and become cicurated, rame 
and innocent. 
' . And above all, there is a farther Bleſſing, 
For, | | 
4. Such a State and Temper is a comfortable 
Evidence of God's Preſence with a People; as ir 
is in the Text; This day we perceive the Lord is 
among us, * becauſe ye- have not committed this trefpaſs 
againſt the Lord ; and that they had made evident 
they were all of one mind, and alike ftedfaſt in 
the profeſſion of the ſame Religion. 
This, I ſay, is an evidence of God's Preſence, 
where there is an union of Hearts and Aﬀections, 
and a joint concurrence in the ſame Practice; for 
God "is not the -anthor'' of confuſion , dxgrguias , tu- 
mult and” unquietneſs, but of peace, 1 Cor, 
_ 


© Sin | 
\ Broils and Contentions might with: allowance 


be continned among the Heathens , when thetr 


gods 
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god themſelves were divided into Sidey and Par- 
ties 3 bur are not toibe defended under the Chri- 


ſtian Religion, where the'end of the commandment is 


charity, 1 Tim. 1. 5. and that we Weng bur one 
andthe fame God.” 

How excellent” a Rate of chings would there 
be, if this fo Generous/and Noble a Principle, 
Charity, and the peace of God ruled in our hearts, 


Cot. 3. 157 and" that echt Party would ſtrive to 


outdo and excel each other-in? 

How excellent a ſtate of things would it be, i 
the Inferior would not revile rhe Supetior; nor the 
Superior ſer at nought the Inferior?” That'the Infe- 
rior would as muc > ſtudy to obey with Humility 
and Modeſty, as'the Superior to wh with Lenity 
and Moderation ? And that amiong all, the Caufe 
of a Friend might be examined with tie ſame 
Exaneſs and Juſtice as that of an'Egemy ; and 
an Enemy's with the ſame Caution, Reſpect, and 
Indifference, as that of 'a Friend'* © & 

Whar an excallent face" of-things- would it be, 


:5f all the Tribes came! hither this day, as they 
' were wont to goup to Jeraſalem, withone conſent, 
"P/al.' 122, 4. and were one Body in AﬀeRtion, as 


they are one by Conftirucion® 
It were to be wiſhed, That there were but 


One Altar, and One Communion ; ; that all-the 


Nation 


— 
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Nation: were but; one; Church,, and that with one 
mind and one mouth. we did glorify God, even the father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. 15. 6. 
tt were'to be wiſhed, That this Populous and 
Flouriſhing City were in all reſpects like Jeruſalem 
4n irs [moſt Proſperous and Happy State, a city 
_ together , and at perfet Unicy in it 
\elf.. 
©: How might wethen hope to have God among 
us, and that might-be our Song as it was theirs, We 
have a ſtrong- city, ſalvation will God appoint for walls 
and bulwarks, (a. 16. 1. 

Bur next'to- that, is to be ſoft and gentle, calm 
and eaſy in our Differences. We cannot expect to 
beall of-a mind, ( that, if ever ic be, muſt be 
the work of time, and a peculiar A& of the Di- 
vine Providence) but we may be peaceable and 
quiet, ſtudious of the Common Good, and Zea- 
Jous Promoters of it. We need not be fierce and 
bitter ; we need not bite , worry, and devour one 
another; Gal.-z. 15." We need not backbite and 
calumniate, vilify and reproach; and ſearch for 
-matcer to aſperſe, diſparage, and load our Ad- 
yerlaries 'with, and be glad when we find it. 
We need not go out of this world, diſquiet the 
Aſhes, and blacken the Memories of the dead, 


and deal as barbarouſly with them, as the Phi- 
liſtines 
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liſtines did with Sarl,'s Sam. 31.9, when they 
cut off his Head , ftripp'd off his Armour ; and 
ſent it round abour to publiſh it among the peo- 
ple ; as if there were not matter enough among 


the Living, to find thoſe hateful Vices of Enyy 


and Malice an Employment. We 'need not, 


laſtly, be froward and fſullen, and rather give 
up the whole, than not in all points have our 


own way ; and expoſe all ro inevitable ruin, than 


not have our- own Humour, nay, our own Rea- 
ſon ſometimes gratified : For then muſt we needs go 
out of the world, | apts: ft 3 

How becoming rather is'it our Profeſſion ; 
how worthy of our common Religion ; how 
much for the Safety and Honour of his Flouriſh- 
ing City ; and which'is more , for the Honout 


of Altnighty God ; whoſe- Favour and'Bleſling _ 


we 2c ti1is time come to ſeek, 'and whoſe Preſence 
we truſt is now among us, -to depart hence with 
a ſtcdfalt Reſolution of obſerving the-excellenc 
Rules of our Holy Religion, and of making 
good in Pratice the Character given of Charity 
by che Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 13. 4, &c. Charity [uffereth 
long, and is kind ; Charity envieth not ; Charity vaunteth 
not it ſelf, is not puffed up with Self conceir, nor 
prone to deſpile orhers ;* doth; not behave it ſelf uns 
ſeemly in Words or Behaviour ; ſeeketh not her own, 
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ro the prejudige of others; is ,vot 'eafaly provoked q 
thinks and. ſulpe&ts' no-.evtl; rejoiceth not in Riquit),, 
in_the Slips, Miſcarziages, and. Faulcs of others, 


but rejoiceth in the. truth ,, in whatever, is praiſes, 
worthy; wherever it is 4: Beargth, and concealech 
all- thyngs-that. are fit-ro. be. concealed ; believerh dll 
thing gs, {0 as topur the. beſt conſtruRtion upon them 
that chey arg.capable.of z and hypetþ all ogy Wheee 
it Canngt,,and, has. go; llicjens #Falog.to believe ; 
endureth-all #hings, {o as-nor” to foam auy' evil 
done to. our (el ves;. fn ro. gt all we.can for the 
good of others. 
. olfirbis, be, we: may have SR. to. bf #1 wich 
Phineas inthe Text, This day we perceive. that. the 
Ltrd is among us, becauſe ye have not committed this treſs 
paſs;.of ; Diviſieh and Scrite againſt, the Lord, "FT hat 
this\may'.be the Event ot our Preaching, our 
"Prayers; and preſent Aſſembling, together, God 
of his-lafinjte Goodneſs and Meg grant, thongs 


Jeſus Shri our hoods 


. v % # b 4 
. ? - * 
Fi gy." » ; 7 
te ; , F 1 N I S. : "4 
. * © . & * * . 
. 
- . R ” "I. 
L p ” x 


2. 


: ” 
24 4s - 0% Bb OW A 


